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About Me



Underlying
Assumptions

Geopolitical rivalries will continue 
between China, US and India.

Autarkic strategies in advanced technologies 
Will continue for the US, China, India and others with similar aspirations.

Cooperation and Integration versus Decoupling
The benefits of continued economic cooperation and integration will 
continue to outweigh the costs of decoupling.

Known- Unknows
Speed of development and adoption of advanced AI and quantum 
computing

Low-Intensity/Grey-Zone Conflict 
Will continue to replace large-scale armed conflagrations.

Countries’ efforts to achieve carbon neutrality will continue 
And impose huge infrastructure costs but also act as a massive stimulus. 

Big demographic slowdowns in China
Will continue to put pressure on public finances and thus economic 
growth.  

The Stress-Testing Effects of Covid-19
The pandemic has demonstrated the value of basic bureaucratic 
competency. 
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India
Consumer Market Strength

Dynamic National 
Attributes (DNA) Analysis

Military Capabilities

Technological Leadership 

Geostrategic Positioning

Supply Chain Centrality

Systemic Financial Strength

Quality of Governance

SWOT

 Strong demographics
 Strong technical

capabilities
 Well positioned to 

form and strengthen 
alliances. 

Strengths

• Tension with China 
must be better 
managed. 

Threats

• Economic governance is weak 
and improving only slowly.

• Modi government looking
increasingly authoritarian
which increases potential

instability.

Weaknesses

• Increasing tension in 
the region vis-à-vis 

China plays into 
India’s hands. 

Opportunities

India’s prospects are sound but are almost outweighed by 
the significant challenges it faces. Punchline: 



China Dynamic National 
Attributes (DNA) Analysis

Military Capabilities

Technological Leadership 

Geostrategic Positioning

Supply Chain Centrality

Systemic Financial Strength

Quality of Governance

Consumer Market Strength

China is on course to achieve its long-held ambitions, but 
it must do a better job of easing others’ apprehensions. Punchline: 

SWOT

• Sound Economic 
governance.

• Technological
capabilities.

Strengths

Increasing tension with 
the West.
Demographic time bomb.
Technological decoupling.

Threats

• Lack of robust
alliances.

• Cultural autism
• Small space for

contest of ideas.

Weaknesses

• China’s rise still has 
some way to go. 

• China still the most
important trading

partner of most
countries.

Opportunities



Rest of Asia
Consumer Market Strength

Dynamic National 
Attributes (DNA) Analysis

Military Capabilities

Technological Leadership 

Geostrategic Positioning

Supply Chain Centrality

Systemic Financial Strength

Quality of Governance

SWOT

Taken together the rest of 
Asia are a formidable 
force across all metrics.
Still the most dynamic 
region for growth.

Strengths

As China rises further, 
Asia will need to learn to 
exist in its shadow. 

Threats

Heterogeneity of interests 
makes it impossible to 
speak with one voice. 

Weaknesses

Increased tensions 
between China and the 

West could benefit those 
agile enough to reposition 

themselves. 

Opportunities

Asia will continue to prosper for as long as peace can be 
maintained in the region. Punchline: 



USA Dynamic National 
Attributes (DNA) Analysis

Military Capabilities

Technological Leadership 

Geostrategic Positioning

Supply Chain Centrality

Systemic Financial Strength

Quality of Governance

Consumer Market Strength

If the US can restore the middle class and return to its ‘moon-
shot mentality’, its best days could well still be ahead of it. Punchline: 

SWOT

• Technological 
leadership.

• Innovation ecosystems.
• Demographic resilience.
• Powerful network of

alliances.
• The Greenback

Strengths

• The military-industrial 
complex is very real.

• Prospects for the Biden
administration beyond 2024 
are shaky.

• Increasing political 
instability and sclerosis in
Congress.

Threats

• Broken political system.
• Shrinking middle class.

• Financialization of the
economy.

Weaknesses

• The emergence of China 
has shaken the US out of 

its complacency.
• They will have learned the

painful lessons of military 
adventurism for a time. 

Opportunities



Wrap upThree Takeaways
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