
TRADE TENSIONS AND THE GLOBAL 
TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY 

A case study of Huawei 



Framing the Discussion
Where did this all start?



The US as Global Tech Leader
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The Sputnik Moment… And its aftermath



The US as Global Tech Leader
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The Offset Strategy (late 1970s)

By 1977 parity 
reached on 
nuclear 
weapons

End of détente 
with the Soviet 
Invasion of 
Afghanistan 1979 

William Perry Harold Brown



The US as Global Tech Leader
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Post 9/11

2003

DHS
2003

US Army

2007

Intelligence 
Community

2009

DoEUS Army

2002

DARPA-style R&D agency
HSARPA

Budget and activities remain 
classified.

I-ARPA

Institute for Soldier 
Nanotechnologies.

ISN at MIT
Venture-capital fund

OnPoint Technologies
Energy supply added to the 

portfolio of international threats.

ARPA-E



The US as Global Tech Leader
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Today, 
Consumer Tech and the Industrial-Military Complex



The Quest for Motives?
What explains the US’s enmity 
towards Huawei specifically?



Current Enmities and Anxieties
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“We’re not gonna pretend 
you’re a real private 
company engaged in real 
competition. You’re a state 
owned enterprise doing 
what your masters in Beijing 
want you to do”

John Bolton, Former National 
Security Advisor of the United 
States, at the Edmund Burke 
Foundation's National Conservatism 
Conference. July 16, 2019s, 
speaking about Huawei.

Huawei as National Security Issue



The Rise of Huawei
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Huawei Seemingly Unstoppable



Huawei and 5G
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Huawei Takes the Lead in the Next Big Thing



The War on Huawei?
US efforts to hobble China’s greatest 
technology success story



The US takes on Huawei
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A Timeline of Targeted Animosity

Jan 2018 
Feb 2018 

Jun 2018 
Dec 2018 

May 2019 

US government 
pressure forces 

carriers and retail 
outlets not to 

distribute Huawei 
phones

The FCC 
announces plans to 
get Huawei out of 
rural broadband 

markets.

Huawei’s US R&D 
center is told it will 
no longer be 
allowed to export.

Huawei’s CFO 
Sabrina Meng is 

detained by 
Canadian 

authorities at the 
request of the US in 

Vancouver

President Trump 
issues an Executive 
Order and Secretary 
of Commerce Ross 
places Huawei on 
the Entities List.



Highlights from the Warzone (1)
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Nixing Huawei’s US Expansion Plans



Highlights from the Warzone (2)
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Getting Huawei out of Rural America



Highlights from the Warzone (3)
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Clipping Huawei’s US R&D



Highlights from the Warzone (4)
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Making it Personal – The Arrest of the CFO



Highlights from the Warzone (5)

The University of Adelaide Slide 17

Ramping it all up a Big Notch



Highlights from the Warzone (6)
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What’s Next?



US-China Rivalry
Global hegemon versus regional upstart



Flashpoint (1)
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The Western Pacific



Flashpoint (2)
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Europe



Flashpoint (3)

The University of Adelaide Slide 22

China’s Tech Ambitions

China Manufacturing 2025



Flashpoint (4)
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Global Governance Architecture



Flashpoint (5)
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The Battle for Hearts and Minds

From Hollywood to ….. Domestic Politics



Converting Mistrust (back) 
to Mutual Cooperation

Replacing rivalry with healthy competition 
(and other misplaced fantasies)



The Need to Work Together
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“The US, being the preeminent 
power, has the most difficult 
adjustment to make. But however 
difficult the task, it is well worth 
the US forging a new 
understanding that will integrate 
China’s aspirations within the 
current system of rules and 
norms. ”

Prime Minister of Singapore Lee 
Hsien Loong speaking at Shangri-La 
Dialogue on 31 May 2019 
addressing the need for the US and 
China to cooperate
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