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01 Background to the Report

Upgrading the 
Relationship

Interests already 
strongly aligned 

But not reflected in 
trade flows
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Purpose of 
the Report

Explore bottlenecks to broader and 
deeper integration

Identify opportunities on both sides of 
the trade and investment relationship

Recommend actions to overcome 
bottlenecks and seize opportunities
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The Bilateral 
Trade and 
Investment 

Relationship

Overview of Australia-Thailand bilateral trade



02The Bilateral Trade and Investment Relationship

Overview of Australia-Thailand bilateral investment trends
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The Bilateral 
Trade and 
Investment 

Relationship

Overview of Australia investors in Thailand 



Overview of Thai investors in Australia 02

The Bilateral 
Trade and 
Investment 

Relationship



The Punchline:

01
Thai goods exports to Australia have increased steadily over 
the last two decades, helped along by TAFTA, ANZFTA, RCEP 
and similar initiatives

02 Australian goods exports to Thailand have suffered significant 
volatility.

03 The services trade relationship is dominated by tourism and 
education services.

04
Investment by Australian investors in Thailand has flowed to a 
diverse range of sectors, whereas Thai investment in Australia 
has been more concentrated in a narrow cluster of sectors
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The Bilateral 
Trade and 
Investment 

Relationship
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The Methodology03

Broader and 
Deeper 

Integration



03Broader and Deeper Integration

Opportunities for Australian exporters on products in the Thai market

Goods Services



03 Broader and Deeper Integration

Opportunities for Thai exporters to the Australian market

Goods Services



Factors favoring greater 
Thai investment in Australia 03

Broader and 
Deeper 

Integration

Opportunities for Australian 
investment in Thailand

Open, well-regulated economy

AAA credit rating

Highly-skilled workforce

Politically stable

Steady population growth

Strong banking sector

Transparent property market

Next generation automotive

Advanced agriculture and 
biotechnology

Aviation and logistics

Medical and comprehensive 
healthcare

Digital economy

Education and human resource 
development

Defence
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04 Recommendations for Bilateral Action

Recommendations for 
expanding and deepening 
trade and investment

Recommendations for building stronger 
institutional ties and people-to-people links

01 Time to upgrade/update TAFTA

02 Seek parity of treatment in investment with the United States

03 Support Thailand in achieving domestic regulatory reforms

04 Physically move Austrade out of the embassy



04Recommendations for Bilateral Action

Recommendations for 
building stronger 

institutional ties and 
people-to-people links

High-level bilateral political summit01

Regular high- level policy dialogue 02

New initiatives for institutional twinning03

Deepen cooperation with other bodies  04

Formalise cooperation btw Thai and Aus-based chambers05

Strengthen engagement between alumni associations06

A more systemic approach to documenting alumni07

Increase student mobility08
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Supporting 
economic 
governance 
reforms

The ‘Ten for Ten’ Initiative of the Foreign Chambers Alliance
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Read the
Report
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YOU




